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LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

• Identify the most common formats for music materials.

• Name the questions to ask in a music reference interview.

• Recognize the difficulties in finding songs (popular and classical) and 
instrumental music, and how to overcome them.

• Describe components that are used in a classical music title.

• Recognize the difficulties in finding world music.

• Name free internet sites (and paid electronic resources like WorldCat) to use 
in answering music reference questions.

• List basic music reference materials that your library may want to purchase.



HELP US GET TO KNOW YOU!

• What type of library do you work in?

• What is your background?

• How did you end up in the profession?

• What kinds of music questions do you get?



WHAT MAKES MUSIC REFERENCE 
UNIQUELY CHALLENGING?

• various formats

• various instrumentation (and various terminology) of the musical work

• various arrangements

• various participants

• various editions or performances



COMMON FORMATS FOR MUSIC 
MATERIALS: AUDIOVISUAL



AUDIO FORMATS – “RECORDS”

• Variable speeds – 33 1/3, 45, and 78 rpm are the most common.

• Terminology – vinyl, LPs, 78s, 45s

• In many cases, the only performance of a work by a specific performer or 
group is available on one of these formats.



AUDIO FORMATS - TAPES

• Cassette tape

• Reel-to-reel or open reel



AUDIO FORMATS - DIGITAL

• DAT

• Compact disc

• Digital files (mp3, wav, wma, aif, etc.)



VIDEO FORMATS

• VHS tape

• Laserdisc

• DVD and Blu-ray

• Digital files



COMMON FORMATS FOR MUSIC 
MATERIALS: PRINTED MUSIC (SCORES)



FULL SCORE

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Full score 
A score in which all the parts for voices and instruments are included. Each part has its own line of music and all the lines are in vertical alignment, so that the parts may be read simultaneously. This would be the version of the printed music used by a conductor.

Miniature or study score 
A full score, but usually smaller in size or print, intended for study, not for use in performance.





PART
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Part 
The music notation for just one instrument or voice. Search keyword “part” or “parts.”



CHORAL 
SCORE

Presenter
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Choral score 
Voice parts on top. If the music includes instrumental accompaniment, a keyboard part (piano or organ usually) will appear directly below the voice parts in vertical alignment.  Used for oratorios, cantatas, choral anthems, etc.




VOCAL 
SCORE
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Piano-vocal score / vocal score 
Vocal line on top, with piano part directly below in vertical alignment. Piano part is an arrangement or reduction of the original orchestral/instrumental parts. Frequently used by singers to learn or rehearse songs from operas and musicals. Search keyword “vocal score.” 



SHEET 
MUSIC
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Sheet Music
Vocal line on top, with piano part underneath. Often includes chord symbols above the vocal line for guitar, ukulele, etc.




LEAD SHEET /  FAKE 
BOOK
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Fake Book 
uses a type of musical shorthand often called a lead sheet that includes the melody line with chords symbols. May contain complete or partial lyrics. Often only includes one stanza and refrain/chorus. Often used by jazz and popular music performers.



THE MUSIC REFERENCE INTERVIEW



WHAT DOES THE PATRON REALLY 
WANT?

• recording?

• printed music?

• video?

• lyrics?

• other information?



ARE YOU LOOKING FOR PRINTED 
MUSIC (SCORE) OR A RECORDING?

• The answer to this question determines which 
follow-up questions you will ask.

• Remember that the user might need both.



SEARCHING FOR MUSIC



COMMON 
PROBLEMS

Musical works often lack distinct 
titles.

Music exists in multiple formats.

A musical work’s name may be in 
multiple languages.

Sometimes musical works go by 
aliases. 

A smaller work may be part of a 
larger work.



NAME THAT TUNE!

a) Symphony no. 5

b) C-minor Symphony

c) Sinfonie Nr. 5, op. 67

d) Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony

e) All of the above

f) None of the above—this is a soundtrack by John Williams



SEARCHING THE CATALOG FOR MUSIC 
– THE BASICS

• Use keyword searching.

• Include the composer’s name and title elements as 
keywords.

• Limit your search by format.



INSTRUMENTAL

VOCAL
SYMPHONY

ANTHEM

BALLET

CONCERTO

SONATA

SUITE

SONG
HYMN

ART SONG

ARIACANTATA

MASS

MOTET

ORATORIO

PASSION

CHORALEPARTITA

INVENTIONS
PRELUDE

TOCCATA

UNIQUE CHALLENGE: GENRE OR 
MUSICAL FORM
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with each of these types of works there are a host of musical forms associated

to all this [click] your response might be....

but don’t worry, we’re going to help you navigate all this safely and painlessly! :-)



PROBLEM ONE: MUSICAL WORKS OFTEN 
LACK DISTINCT TITLES

• Generic titles of instrumental music
• Symphony
• Sonata
• Concerto, etc…

• Work numbers 
• BWV (J. S. Bach) – BWV 825
• K (Mozart) – K. 331
• Opus numbers – op. 1

• Key
• A major, F# minor

• Instrumentation
• Oboe, orchestra, violin



NICKNAMES

• Moonlight Sonata
• Sonata no. 14 in C# minor, op. 27, no. 2

• Farewell Symphony
• Symphony no. 45 in F# minor, H.I:45

• Emperor Concerto
• Piano concerto no. 5 in E-flat, op. 73



Symphony no. 5 in C minor, op. 67 / Beethoven

symphony Beethoven 5 c minor 67

and

Flute concerto no. 2 in D major, K. 314 / Mozart

Mozart concerto 2 flute 314



YOUR TURN!

• Symphony no. 40 in G minor, K. 550 / Mozart



INSIDER SECRET!

• Catalog records for music often include a ‘preferred title’ 
(formerly known as the uniform title)

• The preferred title links multiple manifestations of the same 
work within the library catalog.

• Used when the content is the same or similar, but the 
wording of the title page is not.

• Even when a piece of music has a distinct title, the preferred 
title is helpful.



• The “Moonlight” Sonata

• Sonata quasi una Fantasia

• Piano Sonata no. 14 in C# Minor

• Sonata, Opus 27, No. 2

Sonatas, piano, no. 14, op. 27, no. 2, C# minor 
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In addition to having generic titles, musical works present other problems for library catalogs:
 Pieces may have unofficial nicknames that may not appear in catalog records. “Moonlight” sonata, “The Trout” quintet, etc.
Opera titles may be translated into different languages. The same is true for different editions of music (quatour rather than quartet; symphonien not symphonies; etc.)
This problem is solved by constructing a uniform title for each work. Uniform titles are a means of assigning an official title to a work that can be used consistently for all versions of the work throughout the catalog.



“MOONLIGHT” SONATA

Sonatas, piano, no. 14, op. 27, no. 2, C# minor
Genre

Medium of 
performance

Number

Key

Presenter
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Here are a couple of examples of uniform titles. Marriage of Figaro’s uniform title is Nozze di figaro, because it was written in Italian. We can also see how a uniform title is constructed for a work with a generic title. While it may look intimidating, it’s actually not terribly difficult to formulate a uniform title.



FINDING THE PREFERRED TITLE IN A 
LIBRARY RECORD: DISCOVERY LAYER



FINDING THE PREFERRED TITLE IN A 
LIBRARY RECORD: “CLASSIC” CATALOG



PROBLEM TWO: MUSIC EXISTS IN 
MULTIPLE FORMATS

• Solution – limit your search format.
• In “classic” catalogs, searches are typically limited in the 

advanced search.

• In “next-gen” catalogs (discovery layers) searches are limited 
by facets.



LIMITING WITH FACETS 

(POST-SEARCH)

LIMITING BY FORMAT TYPE 

(PRE-SEARCH)



PROBLEM THREE: A MUSICAL WORK’S 
NAME MAY BE IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES

• Весна священная

• Vesna svyashchennaya (or Vesna svi ͡ashchennai ͡a)

• Das Frühlingsopfer

• Le Sacre du printemps

• The Rite of Spring



MULTIPLE LANGUAGES: 
TRANSLITERATION

Чайко́вский

Tchaikovsky or Tchaikowsky or Chaikovsky

Ри́мский-Ко́рсаков

Rimsky-Korsakov or Rimsky-Korsakoff





PROBLEM 
FOUR: A 
SMALLER 

WORK MAY BE 
PART OF A 

LARGER 
WORK

Solution – If you can’t find the smaller part, search for 
the entire work.

• Song cycles

• ‘Halt!’ from Die schöne Müllerin

• Sets of pieces

• ‘Alborada del gracioso’ from Miroirs

• Operas

• ‘O mio babbino caro’ from Gianni Schicchi

Presenter
Presentation Notes







RELATED 
PROBLEM –
FINDING A 

SINGLE WORK 
IN A 

COLLECTION

• Solution — Look at the contents 
notes for the item.
• Depending on the cataloger, there 

may be added entries for each work in 
a collection.



COLLECTIONS

• Complete works

• All of the works of one composer—often not analyzed

• Often cataloged in M3 (LC classification)

• Symphonies (and others) in collections

• One composer, but often no table of contents

• Collections of pieces

• Italian songs of the 17th and 18th centuries for voice and piano



Mozart Complete Works



• Anthologies

• Bruce Springsteen Complete

• Partial or no table of contents in catalog 
record

• Partial or larger work?

• Musicals,  albums?

• What’s the title?

POPULAR 
MUSIC 

CHALLENGES 
AND 

SOLUTIONS

https://library2.mtsu.edu/record=b1618137%7ES1*eng






• Finding lyrics and determining titles:
• Use quotation marks to hold most-distinctive 

known lyrics together in Google

• Evaluate results with adequate suspicion

POPULAR 
MUSIC 

CHALLENGES 
AND 

SOLUTIONS



YOUR 
TURN!

• Marriage of Figaro

• Im wunderschönen Monat Mai

• There is nothing like a dame



YOUR 
TURN!

I’m looking for a song that was sung by Bing 
Crosby, possibly with the Andrew Sisters in the 
mid or late 1940's.  I’m not sure of the title but 
it may have been "Rosa Day".  At any rate it had 
the phrase in it "the bells began to ring oh, as we 
rode away on a mule.“ 

• What is the actual title of the piece?

• Bonus if you can find a copy of it!



SONG INDEXES

University of Tennessee Song Index 
http://www.lib.utk.edu/music/songdb

The Folk Song Index 
http://www.oberlin.edu/library/con/singout_intro.html

Fake Book Indexes

http://www.seventhstring.com

https://library.buffalo.edu/music/collections/fake-
book/
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“Amor ti vieta” from Fedora by Umberto Giordano

http://www.lib.utk.edu/music/songdb
http://www.oberlin.edu/library/con/singout_intro.html
http://www.seventhstring.com/
https://library.buffalo.edu/music/collections/fake-book/


MORE SONG INDEXES

Sears, Minnie Earl, and Phyllis Crawford. Song Index: an Index to More than 12,000 Songs in 177 
Song Collections Comprising 262 Volumes and Supplement, 1934. Shoe String Press, 1966.

Ferguson, Gary Lynn. Song Finder: A Title Index to 32,000 Popular Songs in Collections, 1854-
1992. Music Reference Collection: No. 46. Greenwood Press, 1995.

De Charms, Desiree, and Paul Francis Breed. Songs in Collections: An Index. Information 
Service, 1966.



NEED MORE INFORMATION ON A 
WORK?

• New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, 2nd ed., edited 
by Stanley Sadie, (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2001). 

• The New Grove is available online as part of Oxford Music 
Online.

NOTEWORTHY
RESOURCES

Presenter
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It is not unusual to encounter a user who has incomplete information on a work. Since it can be difficult to construct a uniform title without complete information, you may need to gather more information about the piece in question. The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians is a good place to do this research. Each composer entry contains a complete list of his works that includes date of composition, genre, opus, and key signature.



NEED MORE INFORMATION ON A 
WORK?

• Popular music history, biography, and 
terminology
• Encyclopedia of Popular Music – print & online 

(Oxford Music Online)

• AllMusic www.allmusic.com

• Billboard www.billboard.com

http://www.allmusic.com/
http://www.billboard.com/


NEED TO BROWSE? USE LC SUBJECT 
HEADINGS



SUBJECT HEADINGS BY:

Type of Music
Folk music, Jazz, Popular music, New age music

Type of Musician
Composers, Conductors (Music), Jazz Musicians, Singers

Geographic Region
Music Africa, Music India, Music United States

Time Period
Music 15th Century, Music 17th Century

Presenter
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In addition to form/genre headings, there are additional subject headings that can be used for searching:
Type of music – usually refers to “popular” music rather than “classical” music.
Type of musician – this can aid in research
 Geographic region – for those interested in music from a specific area
 Time period.





REFERENCE SOURCES

• Dictionaries & Encyclopedias
• New Grove Dictionary of Music & Musicians (available in print or online as part of Oxford 

Music Online)

• New Harvard Dictionary of Music

• Garland Encyclopedia of World Music (print or online)

• Thematic catalogs 
• Guides to research – bibliographies of composers, genres, 

instruments, etc.
• Discographies – lists of recordings



MORE REFERENCE SOURCES
(SUBSCRIPTION)

• Directories:
• Musical America (festivals, agents, schools of music, etc.)

• Music databases – available by subscription:
• Music Periodicals Database (formerly known as IIMP)
• RILM Abstracts
• Music Index
• JSTOR
• Rock’s Backpages



MORE RECOMMENDED FREE ONLINE 
SOURCES

• Allmusic.com

• WorldCat.org

• Petrucci Music Library/IMSLP

• The Music Sack

• An index to what has been written about people involved in music.

• RoJaRo-Index

• Popular (rock-jazz-roots, etc.) music magazine index.

• Hymnary.org

http://www.allmusic.com/cg/amg.dll?p=amg&sql=30:
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://imslp.org/wiki/
http://musicsack.com/
http://www.rojaro.com/
http://www.hymnary.org/


BOOKS THAT GOOGLE CAN’T REPLACE

https://hcommons.org/groups/music-library-advocacy/documents/

https://hcommons.org/groups/music-library-advocacy/documents/


STREAMING AUDIO DATABASES
(SUBSCRIPTION)

• Naxos Music Library

• Naxos Music Library Jazz

• Naxos Music Library World

• Music Online: Listening (Alexander Street Press)

• DRAM (Database of Recorded American Music) https://www.dramonline.org/

• American music, primarily 20th century, from independent record labels and sound archives.

https://www.dramonline.org/


STREAMING VIDEO DATABASES
(SUBSCRIPTION)

• Naxos Video Library

• Medici.tv

• Digital Concert Hall (Berliner Philharmoniker)

• Met Opera on Demand

• Kanopy

• Alexander Street Press

• Lots of other services…



THE R-PROJECTS

• RISM (Répertoire International des Sources Musicales) http://www.rism.info/home/
• A directory of extant musical sources (primarily manuscripts or printed music, writings on 

music theory, and libretti). 

• RILM (Répertoire international de Littérature Musicale) (subscription)
• “a comprehensive bibliography of writings on music serving the global music research 

community.”

• RiDIM (Répertoire International d’Iconographie Musicale) https://ridim.org/
• “visual culture related to music, dance, and the dramatic arts.”

• RIPM (Répertoire international de la presse musicale) (subscription)
• Index and bibliography of 18th, 19th, and 20th century periodical literature dealing with 

music.

http://www.rism.info/home/
https://ridim.org/


THANKS!

Grover Baker
Visual and Performing Arts Librarian
Middle Tennessee State University
Grover.Baker@mtsu.edu

Liza Weisbrod
Music & Government Information Librarian
Auburn University
weisbel@auburn.edu
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