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What	
  Happened	
  Here?	
  	
  
	
  

Rock	
  Music’s	
  Early	
  Days	
  	
  
in	
  Athens,	
  Georgia	
  



1970s Socio-Political Setting: 
Presidencies 

Richard Nixon,  
1st Term-1/69--8/72 

 Spiro Agnew served as VP until his resignation 
 in 1973 amid accusations of accepting bribes 

 

2nd term 1973--8/74 
 1/73--Appointed Gerald Ford as VP to fill 
 Agnew’s vacancy 
  -Watergate break-in revealed 
  -Nixon resigns, facing almost certain 
    impeachment 



1970s Socio-Political Setting: 
Presidencies 

Gerald Ford,  
8/74-1/77 

 (appointed, NOT elected, assumes presidency) 
  In his first SOTU speech Ford proclaims: 
  “The state of the union is NOT good.” 

 
Jimmy Carter, 1/77--1/81 

 Oil shortage; Gas Lines 
 Iran hostage crisis and failed rescue attempt 



1970s Socio-Political Setting: 
Significant Events 

4/68--Martin Luther King Assassinated 
 
 

Summer, 1969--Manson Murders 
 
 

8/15-18/69—Woodstock 
 
 

1970--Kent State riot and killings 
 
 

11/70--Jet carrying the Marshall (West Virginia) 
 University football team crashed with no 
 survivors. 



1970s Socio-Political Setting: 
Significant Events 

1972--Munich, Summer Olympics, “Munich 
  Massacre” Eleven Israeli athletes killed 
 

1973--Direct U.S. Military involvement and          
 conscription ends in Vietnam 

 

4/75--Fall of Saigon 
 

8/77--Death of Elvis Presley 
 

11/78--Jim Jones Massacre 
 

8/81--MTV begins broadcasting 
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https://youtu.be/
DnU3WoQZHJE 





https://youtu.be/9SOryJvTAGs 
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Radio Free Europe 
Single: 1981 
Album-Murmur: 1983 

https://youtu.be/kI5P5VeewyE 



https://youtu.be/if-UzXIQ5vw?list=RDif-UzXIQ5vw 

Losing My Religion 
Album: From Out of Time ( 1991 ) 



Accidents Happen... 
 

and Most of the Time,  
 

They’re Not on Purpose 
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