



WEEDING NOTES

(taken from a discussion at a Public Services Committee meeting of the Midwest Music Library Association annual meeting, Oct. 1999)

Some points to consider when weeding materials in music collections:

        a) has the material been used in the last 10 years?

        b) is the material listed in any standard "list" - e.g., BCL, A

BASIC MUSIC LIBRARY, etc.?

        c) how relevant is the material to the curriculum?

        d) what kind of physical condition is the material in?  is it still

usable?

        e) is the author/composer a name that I recognize OR is the person

listed in Baker's or Grove's?  If so, how significant

is he/she?

        f) is the material still available (do an AMAZON search)
        g) does ANY other library have own the material ... in nearby states ...

in the U.S. ... in the world?

        h) if the material is not currently available for purchase, is it

worth the cost for re-binding? OR should it simply be withdrawn?

Weigh all the factors before making a decision.

Factors which influence weeding:

· Frequency of use (circulation and browsing statistics)

· Age of Material

· Physical condition

· Duplicates

· Publication of newer edition

· Accuracy of information/obsolescence

· Lower user interest/demand; low-use materials

· Value of existing materials, adequacy, suitability

· Unused, unneeded volume sets

· Unsolicited and unwanted gifts

· Coverage of subject area in collection

· Availability of later or current editions

· Format of material

· Relevancy to the curriculum or future curricular developments

· Timeliness and lasting value of material

· Reputation of the author, issuing body and/or publisher

· Presentation (style and clarity)

· Inclusion of special features such as pictorial representations or bibliographies

· Strength of present holdings in the same or similar subject

· Demand, frequency of ILL requests for material on the same or similar subject

With thanks to Sheri Stormes (Butler University)

